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THE AMERICAN ADVOCATE OF PEACE AND ARBITRATION. 



Christian. "It passes understanding." Ha quoted this 
passage from the Pilgrim's Progress : 

'■The pilgrim they laid in a large upper c'tamber, whose 
window opened towards the sun-rising. T ie name of the 
chamber was '■Peace,' where he slept till break of day, 
and theu he awoke and sang, 

"Where am I now ? Is this the love and care 
Of Jesus, for the men that pilgrims are, 
Thus to provide that I should be forgiven, 
And dwell already the next door to heaven ! " 

January 17. Assisted Rev. Mr. Luck, pastor of 
Rev. D. D. Tap pan, at Topsfield, Mass., twenty-five 
miles north of Boston, at the sweet and solemn obse- 
quies. " His soul seemed to nutter and theu fly to God 
on wings of prayer" was what was said of the close of 
this long and blessed life on earth. Now for the more 
blessed one. above ! 

January 20. Heard Hon. Robert Treat Paine at Pil- 
grim Hull, address the Congregational ministers of Bos- 
ton and others most instructively and impressively on the 
evil tendency of the tenement house system in great cities 
and remedies for the same. Mr. Paine advocates con- 
vincingly co-operative banks and cheap, separate, or "cot- 
tage " houses. 



BISMARCK'S DUEL. 



An anecdote of Bismarck, when he was Prussian 
Ambassador to the German (Frankfort) Diet, has just 
come to light. He did not get along well with Count 
Rechberg, the Austrian Ambassador, and on one occasion 
things came to such a pitch that Count Rechberg. entirely 
losing his self-control, passionately exclaimed : "One of 
my friends shall wait on you in the morning." "Why 
all this unnecessary delay?" Herr von Bismarck coolly 
replied: "In all probability you have a pair of pi*tois 
handy. Let us settle the matter immediately. While 
you get the things ready I shall write a report about the 
whole transaction, which, in case I am killed, I request 
you to forward to Berlin." Both set about their work. 
When Bismarck had finished he handed the sheet to Count 
Rechberg, requesting him to examine the, same. Rech- 
berg's passion had in the meantime given way to sober 
reflection. After having perused the report he said : 
"What you say here is quite correct ; but is it really woi th 
while to fight a du<-l for such a reason?" "That is 
exactly my opinion," was Bismarck's answer, and the 
matter ended. 

]f nations would sit down (by their representatives) 
and "write out" carefully their grievances, wars would 
be prevented as surely as this duel was. 



— Everything indicates a peaceable settlement of the 
difficulties between Portugal and England as to disputes in 
Africa. The United States is mistakenly said to have 
made common cause with England as to Portuguese ag- 
gressions in Africa. It does demand payment for a rail- 
road built and owned in part by our citizens at Delagoa 
Bay and defaulted to the Portuguese Government. 
American missionaries complain of the unfriendly attitude 
ot the Portuguese representatives in Africa towards their 
work. 



PORTUGAL AND GREAT BRITAIN. 

The London International Arbitration and Peace 
Association, of which Mr. Hodgson Pratt is the chair- 
man, has sent a letter embodying the following resolu- 
tions to the Marquis of Salisbury and to the Portuguese 
Minister, Senor d'Antas, for transmission to his Gov- 
ernment of Lisbon : 

Conflict of opinion existing between the English and 
Portuguese Governments respecting certain territories in 
East Africa : 

This committee having considered the correspondence 
which has appeared in the public Press respecting the 
differences of view entertained by the British and Portu- 
guese Governments connected with their respective in- 
terests in certain territories of East Alrica, and connected 
with certain incidents of recent occurrense therein, adopts 
the following resolutions : 

1. That in the event of the Governments of Great 
Britain and Portugal being unable to arrive at a complete 
understanding in reference to the questions at issue, it is 
desirable that they be forthwith submitted for decision to 
an arbitrator, who from his position and character would 
command the confidence of the two nations, such arbitra- 
tor being assisted by competent jurists selected from 
States which are alike neutral and free from all interest 
in the ultimate decision. 

Resolved, further, that inasmuch as the interests in 
question involve to a great extent matters of fact, neither 
of the two Governments concerned is in a position to 
arrive at an absolutely right and impartial conclusion. 

Whereas the desire of a great nation should alone be 
that of securing a settlement which is perfectly just to 
both parties concerned : 

Resolved, further, that in view of the increasing re- 
sort to arbitration by various Governments, and quite 
recently by France and Holland as to a frontier dispute 
in Guiana, and by Germany and Spain as to the Caro- 
lines, it would be a matter for profound regret if her 
Majesty's Government should fail to recognize this 
rational and equitable mode of proceeding, especially in 
a case where the difference of strength in the two States 
would make it discreditable for the stronger to avail itself 
of its material advantages directly or indirectly. 

Resolved, further, that an additional argument, if one 
were needed, for this course of preceecling is afforded by 
the fact that the Portuguese Government is stated to be 
willing that the questions should be decided in this manner 
if that course is proposed by Great Britain. 

Resolved, further, that copies of these resolutions be 
forwarded to her Majesty's Government and to that of 
the King- of Portugal. 



" 'Twas not enough 
By subtle fraud to snatch a single life, 
Puny impiety ! Whole kingdoms fell, 
To sate the lust of power ; more horrid still, 
The foulest stain and scandal of our nature 
Became its boast. One murder made a villain, 
Millions a hero. Princes were privileged 
To kill ; and numbers sanctified the crime. 
Ah, why will kings forget that they are men, 
And men that they are brethren ? Why delight 
In human sacrifice ? Why burst the ties 
Of nature that should knit their souls together 
In one soft bond of amity and love ?" 

— Dr. Porteus. 



